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COMMENTS OF MAJOR AGHA .H.AMIN (RET) ON THE INTERVIEW
OF EX PAKISTANI DG ISI AND EX JOINT STAFF CHIEF GENERAL
EHSAN (RET) WITH WSN

World Security Network reporting from Islamabad in Pakistan, February 27, 2011

Dear David Osinski,

Gen (ret.) Ehsan ul Hag, former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Pakistani Military and
director of the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), and now a member of the International Advisory
Board of WSN, discussed with WSN President Dr. Hubertus Hoffmann the current political
difficulties in Pakistan and Afghanistan, explained his top priorities for the ISAF mission in
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Afghanistan, negotiations with the Taliban, as well as domestic Pakistani politics, the safety of its
nuclear arsenal and the Kashmir conflict with India.

Former Pakistani Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff (until 2007) and
director of the Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI), Gen (ret.) Ehsan
ul Haq. on the ISAF mission in
Afghanistan: ""The timeframe, at
present, doesn't indicate the
projected political situation or
capability of effective governance.
In the absence of significant
progress towards a political
solution, I do not foresee the
security objectives being achieved.
Although three more years may be
sufficient to achieve the planned
personnel ceiling of the security
forces, it seems unrealistic to
project that Afghan Security Forces
would be able to handle the security
challenges without significant
international support.”’
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Hubertus Hoffmann: How should negotiations with the Taliban be organized? Who should be
part of it? Should ISAF wait for a military success before they start?

Ehsan ul Haq: There have been repeated US assertions that there is no military solution to the
conflict in Afghanistan and that the US/NATO forces are not there permanently. These unequivocal
pronouncements and President Obama's strategy, highlighting a shift to the political track, evoked
optimism towards a solution. However, the operationalization of the strategy only witnessed a
military surge, while the progress of the political track has yet to show any progress. There is a
strengthening perception that the political track has been relegated to the conditioning of the
operational environment by the progress of the surge.

Efforts to seek a political solution must be undertaken simultaneously and reinforced to achieve
meaningful progress. To facilitate early commencement of dialogue/negotiations, it is essential to
structure a framework that could guide this process. The framework should recognize the principal
stake holders and the prime adversary, list their demands/interests and propose a roadmap for the
dialogue process.
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SO THE GENERAL SEES AFGHANISTAN AS A TURF BETWEEN PAKISTAN AND
INDIA.THERE IS NO ADVERSARY ACTUALLY.AFGHANS ARE SEEN AS PAWNS BY
RUSSIA,PAKISTAN.IRAN.INDIA.SAUDI ARABIA , CHINA AND THE US/NATO .EACH
POWER HAS ITS OWN PROXIES FIGHTING EACH OTHER.

The process would have to be initiated through credible intermediaries who have the trust of the
principal adversaries. While initially indirect, the effort should be to rapidly progress to direct
contacts between the principal adversaries.

YES THE POWERS WHO SUPPORT THE PROXIES WILL BE THE INTERMEDIARIES
Hubertus Hoffmann: How do you see the future of Afghanistan after 2014?

Ehsan ul Haq: 2014 as a milestone is related to security-centric objectives. This is the time at
which the Afghan security forces are planned to be raised, trained and enabled to shoulder the
responsibilities for internal security throughout the country. It is also the time line for complete
withdrawal of US (and other foreign) forces from Afghanistan. The timeframe, at present, doesn't
indicate the projected political situation or capability of effective governance. In the absence of
significant progress towards a political solution, I do not foresee the security objectives being
achieved. Although three more years may be sufficient to achieve the planned personnel ceiling of
the security forces, it seems unrealistic to project that they would be able to handle the security
challenges without significant international support.

NOW INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT IS ALSO A VAGUE
STATEMENT.INTERNATIONAL MEANS PAKISTAN ALONE CALLING THE CARDS
OR US OR NATO OR SAUDI ARABIA.

With the withdrawal of US/NATO forces, and in the absence of an inclusive political solution,
Afghanistan is likely to relapse into a civil war as witnessed in the wake of the Soviet withdrawal
and the consequent collapse of the Najibullah regime.

WE HAVE WAR GAMED THIS FOR MANY YEARS.THIS WAS ALSO A THEME IN
OUR BOOK TALIBAN FACTIONS IN AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN.

THE SIMPLE REASON FOR THIS IS THAT AFGHANISTANS NEIGHBOURS OR
PROXIMITY ACTORS LIKE PAKISTAN.INDIA.SAUDI ARABIA,IRAN.RUSSIA ETC
SEE IT AS A BATTLE GROUND WHERE THEY CAN FIGHT THEIR OWN VERY
PRIVATE PROXY WARS.

THE TREND IS THAT PAKISTAN AND SAUDI ARABIA HAS TRADITIONALLY SEEN
AFGHANISTANS PASHTUNS AS ITS BEST PAWNS BECAUSE PAKISTAN HAS ITS
OWN PASHTUN PAWNS IN PAKISTAN.ON THE OTHER HAND RUSSIA,IRAN,INDIA
ANDTO AN EXTENT NATO/USA SEES NON PASHTUNS AS THE BEST PAWNS TO
FIGHT THE PAKISTANI AND THE SAUDI PAWNS.THIS IS THE MAIN REASON WHY
THE WAR WILL CONTINUE

Hubertus Hoffmann: What should be the role of Pakistan in these reconciliation talks and after
20142

Ehsan ul Haq: No country has suffered more on account of the strife in Afghanistan than Pakistan.
A peaceful and stable Afghanistan is in its best interest, because Pakistan cannot hope to achieve
internal peace without it. Pakistan has legitimate and vital stakes in the future of Afghanistan.




However, in the current environment of pessimism about the success of the military strategy and
progress of the peace track, there is a distinct attempt to malign Pakistan, overburdening it with
unrealistic expectations militarily and its so-called influence over the Taliban.

NOW THIS IS ABSOLUTE BS THAT PAKISTAN HAS SUFFERED.ACTUALLY
PAKISTAN GAINED THE MAXIMUM FROM US AND SAUDI AID STARTING FROM
1979 .SPECIALLY ITS GENERALS AS A CLASS AND ITS ARMY.TILL 1978 THERE
WAS NO DECENT ROAD IN PAKISTAN AND WHEN YOU DROVE FROM THE MAIN
TOWN LAHORE TO MULTAN YOUR CARS SHOCK ABSORBERS BROKE.PAKISTAN

COULD NOT AFFORD TO MAKE A SIMPLE 80 MILES CLASS 70 ROAD BETWEEN
LAHORE AND OKARA.BUT WHEN THE WAR STARTED THE PAKISTANIS GOT
THE THIRD HIGHWAY LOAN FROM THE WORLD BANK TO MAKE THIS ROAD.I
SAW THIS CLOSELY BECAUSE MY FATHER A SERVING BRIGADIER GENERAL
WAS THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF HIGHWAYS FROM 1981 TO 1987.DOLLARS
POURED IN PAKISTAN.WE HAD OLD T 59 TANKS BUT EVEN CHINA WORRIED
ABOUT ITS REAR BEING VULNERABLE STARTED GIVING PAKISTAN NEW T 59
TANKS AFTER 1985.THE US WORRIED ABOUT ITS OWN REAR GAVE PAKISTAN
F 16.AS A SUBALTERN IN 1984 I REMEMBER THAT IN NOVEMBER 1984 PAKISTAN
WAS IN NO POSITION TO FIGHT A WAR AGAINST INDIA WHEN INDIA HAD
MOBILISED BUT BY 1985 THINGS IMPROVED THANKS TO US AID.

EVEN THE ASSERTION THAT PAKISTAN SUFFERED AFTER 9/11 IS FALSE AND A
HISTORICAL DISTORTION.PAKISTAN AN ISOLATED MILITARY JUNTA TILL 9/11
UNDER THE ILLEGITIMATE CLOWN USURPER MUSHARRAF GAINED MAXIMUM
FROM US AID AND ITS GROWTH RATE FROM 2001 TILL 2008 WAS HIGHEST IN
HISTORY.ALL THANKS TO 9/11 AND THE US OCCUPATION OF AFGHANISTAN.

EVEN NOW THE SITUATION IS THAT 90 % OF TALIBAN IN AFGHANISTAN ARE
PRO PAKISTAN , DEPEND ON PAKISTAN FOR LOGISTICS AND ONLY 10 % OF
TALIBAN ARE ANTI PAKISTAN AND THESE ARE CONFINED TO PAKISTANS FATA
REGION.

Pakistan must do its utmost to support the initiation and success of a peace process that could lead
to termination of violence, a stable and inclusive political dispensation and a safe early exist for all
foreign forces. However, it needs to be careful in accurately assessing and projecting its real
influence (and trust) with the warring parties and guard against being embroiled in the internal
situation of Afghanistan. Simultaneously, Pakistan as a high priority, must stabilize, harden and

regulate its western border to minimize the fallout from continuing turbulence in Afghanistan post
2014.

THE TALIBAN WHICH PAKISTANS REGARD AS GOOD TALIBAN .I MEAN THE 90
% OF TALIBAN FIGHTING US FORCES REGARD AFAGHANISTANS NON
PASHTUNS AS SUB HUMANS. THEY REGARD SHIAS ISMAILIS AND ALL
MODERATE PASHTUNS AS SUB HUMANS WHO SHOULD BE BANISHED OR
KILLED.HOW ON EARTH DOES THE GENERAL EXPECT PEACE WITH THE KIND
OF PROXIES PAKISTAN SUPPORTS IN AFGHANISTAN OR REGARD AS GOOD
TALIBAN ?

THE SITUATION IS THAT HOWEVER HARD THE USA WANTS PAKISTAN TO CALL
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THE SHOTS .IRAN .RUSSIA.INDIA AND EVEN TURKEY WILL CONTEST GOOD
TALIBAN ATTACKS NORTH OF LINE KABUL SHINDAND IN POST US
WITHDRAWAL PERIOD AND WITH IMMENSE INTEREST.SO IN ALL PROBABILITY
CIVIL WAR AND A DE FACTO NORTH SOUTH DIVISION EVEN IF THE STATE OF
HALF WAR HALF PEACE CONTINUES

Hubertus Hoffmann: Still many in the West blame Pakistan for a double-play in North
Waziristan protecting the Afghan Taliban - is this true?

Ehsan ul Haq: This is a disinformation aimed at belittling Pakistan's contribution in the struggle
against terrorism and supporting the coalition operations in Afghanistan, even at the risk of internal
destabilization in Pakistan. It is also an exercise in scapegoating as the follies of military — centric
approach and a flawed political strategy have created increasing international uneasiness about
continued involvement in Afghanistan.

THE PAKISTANI TRIBAL AREA WAS DESTABILISED NOT BECAUSE PAKISTAN
WAS SUPPORTING US FORCES BUT BECAUSE US FORCED PAKISTANS TINPOT
DICTATOR TO MOVE INTO FATA.THAT SUITED TINPOT MUSHARRAF TOO
BECAUSE HE WAS JILTED AFTER THE DECEMBER 2003 ASSASINATION
LINKEDTO FATA.

HOW IS IT THAT PAKISTAN HAS NO FORCES CORDONING 1500 KM OF ITS
BORDER WITH AFGHANISTAN FROM WHERE THE VAST BULK OF TALIBAN
MOVE TO AND FRO INTO AFPAK ?

Over the last 10 years, Pakistan has employed more forces, achieved more successes and offered
more sacrifices in the struggle against terrorism than any other country. This includes operations
against Afghan Taliban and the Hagqani network. A large number of suspected and prominent
Afghan Taliban commanders/leaders have been apprehended in Pakistan and many of them handed
over to the Afghan government. Pakistan has also made concerted efforts to effectively regulate
and even seal its border. However, these efforts have been thwarted by non-cooperation and even
resistance by the Afghan authorities.

AGAIN A HOGWASH.ONLY TALIBANS WHO WERE SEEN AS GETTING SICK OF
MANIPULATION WERE CHASTISED

As regards operations in North Waziristan, almost three brigade size forces are deployed to tackle
the situation. It should be appreciated that the terrorist elements in Waziristan have caused more
damage in Pakistan than Afghanistan. The people and armed forces have demonstrated a strong
resolve against terrorism and all challenges to the writ of the state have been defeated. The same
will happen in North Waziristan in accordance with Pakistan's counter insurgency strategy and
priorities.

THE NORTH WAZIRISTAN TALIBAN WHO ARE JUST 10 PERCENT OF TALIBAN
WERE CREATED NOT BECAUSE OF US OPERATIONS IN AFGHANISTAN BUT
BECAUSE PAKISTAN ARMY MADE AN OVER KILL IN 2003-6 IN FATA UNDER
GENERALS SAFDAR AND MASUD ASLAM.THESE ARE A LOCAL PHENOMENON
AND HAVE LIMITED LINKS WITH AFGHAN TALIBAN SEEN AS GOOD TALIBAN BY
PAKISTANI STATE.

Hubertus Hoffmann: How is the political situation in Pakistan now?

Ehsan ul Haq: Although Pakistan's transition to democracy, in the wake of the 2008 general
elections, was welcomed, it hasn't been able to provide a stable political milieu or a leadership
which has the trust of the people and the capacity to handle the myriad challenges it confronts. The




political scene is marred by a wrangling coalition, without the harmony and resolve, to evolve a
consensus on even the most critical national issues, poor governance, rampant corruption, nepotism
and cronyism. A weak and unstable government has also lost its moral authority due to its defiance
of the judiciary and its inability to effectively manage the fallout of the blasphemy issues.

AT LEAST THREE PAKISTANI TV CHANNELS RECEIVE FUNDING FROM
PAKISTANI INTELLIGENCE TO SPREAD PROPAGANDA AGAINST THE

CIVILIAN REGIME.NO DOUBT THAT THE CIVILIANS ARE CORRUPT BUT IF IT IS
SO WHY PAKISTAN ARMY UNDER TINPOT MUSHARRAF BROUGHT THEM IN
POWER AFTER GIVING THEM INDEMNITY FOR THEIR PAST
CORRUPTION.THESE ARE ALL QUESTION MARKS.

The twin-crises of internal insecurity and political uncertainty have seriously undermined the
economy. The consequent inflation and the government's inability to offer any relief have further
alienated the masses from the political leadership, encouraging the opposition to demand mid-term
elections.

Hubertus Hoffmann: Will the radical Islamists take over power in Pakistan and revolt will start
like in Egypt?

Ehsan ul Hagq: It is unfortunate that either due to lack of information, or with malafide intent,
exaggerated dooms-day scenario are projected about Pakistan. Despite a highly adverse regional
environment that has created a complex domestic security situation over the last several decades,
Pakistan has displayed strong resilience and the capability to face challenges.

With a working democracy, having participation of all spectrums of the society, an increasingly
assertive media, a vocal civil society, a strong and independent media, it would not be realistic to
categorise Pakistan with the autocratic regimes in the Middle East. However the leadership and the
elite in Pakistan need to be aware of the increasing public disenchantment on many other counts,
particularly the growing gap between the rich and the poor as well as the non- deliverance of
essential services by the state/government.

Hubertus Hoffmann: How safe are the nuclear weapons in Pakistan?

Ehsan ul Haq: Pakistan is acutely conscious of its responsibilities as a nuclear weapon state. The
issue of nuclear safety and security is accorded the highest priority and we have made heavy
investment to achieve multi — dimensional and robust mechanisms that cover all aspects of security
including command and control, export control regime, physical security tiers, intelligence system,
counter intelligence, technical measures ( ie Permissive Action Links) and a comprehensive
Personnel Reliability Programme (PRP). While one cannot be complacent about such a critical
issue, nor can any security be considered absolute, Pakistan has gone to great lengths to ensure that
its standards exceed, and not merely come upto the accepted international levels.

THE PRINCIPAL THREAT TO PAKISTANS NUCLEAR WEAPONS ARE NOT THE
ISLAMISTS BUT INDIA PAKISTAN RIVALRY.SEEN IN THIS CONTEXT UNLESS
BOTH PAKISTAN AND INDIA ARE DENUCLEARISED A GRAVE THREAT WILL
REMAIN FOR WORLD PEACE.PAKISTAN HAS A FIRST STRIKE DOCTRINE AND
INDIA SEES IT AS A THREAT.IN THIS CONTEXT A NUCLEAR STAND OFF SEEMS
NEARER THAN FARTHER.UNLESS BOTH THE BLIND STATES WITH LIMITED
PERCEPTIONS ARE DENUCLEARISED.

It is in recognition of these determined efforts that President Obama and the United States
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff, besides many other dignitaries, have expressed their satisfaction on
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the security of Pakistan's nuclear assets.

Hubertus Hoffmann: How could the peace - process with India about Kashmir be re-vitalized?
Ehsan ul Haq: The resumption of Indo — Pakistan dialogue, covering all outstanding issues,
including Kashmir, after a break of two years, is a positive development. Given the chequerred
history of such processes in the past, one can only be cautiously optimistic. However it is important
that the process moves forward and is made 'irreversible', as was proclaimed by the two countries in
2004.

The core issue between the two countries continues to be the dispute over Kashmir. Over a period
of time, Indian society (and the international community) has been told that whatever awful mess
occurs in Kashmir has a Pakistani hand and is aimed at destabilizing India. However with the
ascendance of the peace movement, in the Kashmir valley, which has side, lined the extremist
forces of violence. India has the opportunity to shun the denial mode and seek a solution to this
long outstanding dispute, a solution that fulfils the legitimate aspirations of the Kashmiri people.
R.ETHNICITY IS AN ISSUE BUT PAKISTAN ALSO NEEDS TO STOP POLICIES OF
GENOCIDE AND DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE INTRODUCED IN BALOCHISTAN BY
TINPOT MUSHARRAF.THESE CONTINUE AS PAKISTANS CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT
HAS NO CONTROL ON BALOCHISTAN POLICY.

Dr. Hubertus Hoffmann
President and Founder
World Security Network Foundation
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